

		
		

		
		

		
		
		


		
		

			
				Bluestone State Parks Meador Campground is now open for limited campsite reservations.


				
Bluestone State Parks Meador Campground is now open for limited campsite reservations. During Phase 5 of the Bluestone Dam construction lake levels can rise quickly and put campers at risk. Campers should remain alert of weather forecasts and lake levels.



				
			

			
			
							
			
			
			
			
				
					
						
							 
								Bluestone State Parks Meador Campground is now open for limited campsite reservations.
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			About This Park


			
				Bluestone State Park is a lakeside retreat located in southern West Virginia. This wilderness park is full of outdoor activities, including boating and fishing opportunities. At Bluestone State Park enjoy camping by the water or take in stunning views of the lake from your cabin’s porch. Guests may also enjoy ziplining, mountain bike excursions and guided fishing trips at nearby Pipestem Resort State Park, located about 20 minutes away.



Looking to have a family outing? The picnic shelter at Bluestone State Park is available to rent Memorial Day to Nov. 1. The event building is open year-round. A marina with boat rentals is open April 15 to Oct. 15.



Phase 5 of Bluestone Dam Safety Construction is in progress. Please visit the Army Corps of Engineers website,  for current lake current levels, predictions and resulting closures.
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					Select an option below to learn more about the accommodations at this park.					
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					Activities

					
					Select an activity below to learn more
					

																								
										
											
												



	
	
	
	



											

											Biking
										
										Biking

											
Rent a bike at Pipestone Resort State Park and loop over miles of exquisite mountain scenery. Rentals are available by the hour, half, or full day.


										

									
	
										
											
												



	
	
	



											

											Boating
										
										Boating

											
Hit the water to experience the best of Bluestone! Bluestone’s 2,040-acre lake is the state’s third largest body of water. Public boat launches are available on the Bluestone River and at Bluestone Lake. Fishing boats, pontoon boats, kayaks and canoes are available for rent at Bluestone marina. Slip rentals and boat trailer parking are also available. For rentals and hours of operation, call Bluestone Marina at (304) 466-1010. For information about current lake and dam projects click here. 


										

									
	
										
											
												





											

											Camping
										
										Camping

											
Bluestone State Park has four campgrounds with 120 campsites. The Meador Campground has 32 sites open to RVs and tents with electric and water available at seven of the sites, electric at 15 sites, and a central bathhouse also on-site. Seasonal closure of Meador Campground occurs November 1. The tent area campground has five rustic sites and is designed for group camping. Seasonal closure of tent area campground occurs November 1.

Old Mill Campground, open to tents and RVs, has 44 rustic campsites and a central bathhouse. Seasonal closure of Old Mill Campground occurs after Labor Day. East Shore Campground has 39 primitive sites accessible by boat only and are open mid-April through late October.


										

									
	
										
											
												



	
	



											

											Fishing
										
										Fishing

											
If you love fishing, Bluestone is the place for you! Bluestone Lake is a prime bass, catfish, crappie and bluegill fishing spot. Proper license and stamps are required and may be purchased online at www.wvfish.com. For information about current lake and dam projects click here

Fishing in Bluestone State Park



										

									
	
										
											
												



	
	



											

											Golf
										
										Golf

											
Pipestem Resort State Park’s two courses will keep your game sharp. Try the championship 18-hole green or the short—but tricky—9-hole, par 3 course. Packages and cart rentals available.


										

									
	
										
											
												



	
	
	
	



											

											Hiking
										
										Hiking

											
Clear your mind and walk through Bluestone’s mountain beauty! The park has more than eight miles of hiking trails, as well as game courts and an outdoor swimming pool.

Download Park Pack & Map

										

									
	
										
											
												







Hunting
										
										Hunting

											
The nearby Bluestone Wildlife Management Area is a favorite spot for hunters. Licenses are available online.

Hunting Near Bluestone State Park



										

									
																																																															
										
											
												



	
	
	
	
	
	



											

											Outdoor Adventures
										
										Outdoor Adventures

											
Throughout the summer season, a variety of sports and special events are featured at Bluestone. Equipment is available for croquet, shuffleboard, horseshoe, basketball, and volleyball for rent at the park office with a nominal fee. During the summer, the park naturalist hosts weekly, family-centered nature and recreation activities. Plenty of fun for all!

Planning a picnic? The shelter at Bluestone State Park is available to rent from mid-May to Nov. 1. The activities building is open April 1, 2021 to December 1, 2021.


										

									
	
										
											
												





											

											Snow Sports
										
										Snow Sports

											
In winter, downhill skiing is available at nearby Winterplace Ski Resort, located less than 25 miles from the park. Pipestem Resort State Park offers sled and cross-country ski rentals in the winter months at the park’s pro shop, when snow conditions are favorable.


										

									
	
										
											
												



	
	
	



											

											Swimming
										
										Swimming

											
Outdoor Swimming Pool

The outdoor swimming pool at Bluestone State Park is open to cabin guests Wednesday through Sunday, from Memorial Day to Labor Day. Visitors may use the pool for a small fee. Call the park and check for specific days and hours as the pool is subject to seasonal closures.

Pipestem Adventure Lake & Splash Park

Located about 20 minutes away, Pipestem Resort State Park’s Adventure Lake and Splash Park has 15 inflatable features for a day of water fun and adventures. Guests of all ages pay $12 and life vests required. Open daily between Memorial Day weekend and Labor Day from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. A half day ticket for both activities is $8 per person. Advance reservations are recommended. Call 833-727-5798 or buy online.

Pipestem McKeever Lodge Indoor Pool

Nearby Pipestem Resort’s McKeever Lodge features an indoor pool with accompanying sauna and fitness center. Guests from Bluestone State Park are welcome to use the indoor pool at Pipestem Wednesday to Sunday from 8 a.m. to 9 p.m. All other visitors pay an entry fee of $6 for adults and $4 for kids. You can also purchase a resort pass. Swimmers should bring their own towels. The indoor pool at Pipestem is closed on Mondays and Tuesdays. Advance reservation for indoor pool use is recommended due to COVID-19 guidelines. Call 304-466-1800, Ext. 471.

Monday & Wednesday

1:30 to 8 p.m.

Tuesday & Thursday

11:15 a.m. to 8 p.m.

Friday

1:30 to 9 p.m.

Saturday & Sunday 

9 a.m. to 9 p.m.


										

									


											
										
										
						Attraction is located outside of the park.
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						Contact

							
								Phone: 
								
									304-466-2805
								
							
	
								Email: 
								
									dnrbluestonesp@wv.gov
								
							
	
								Address: 
								
									2104 Bluestone Park Road,
									Hinton,									
									WV 25951																											
								
							


					

					
						 						 	
						 						
					
					
				

			

	

	
		
	
	

					
		
			

		
				
				
										
												
							
						
							
	
																			History

										Bluestone State Park was established in 1950 and is named after the Bluestone National Scenic River, which flows into the New River at the park. The park’s signature lake was created by the Bluestone Dam, which was authorized by presidential proclamation and approved by an act of Congress in the 1930s. It was created to control flooding in the area, and went through several phases of construction before, during and after World War II.


																		
																		
																																										
							

																		
									
				
									
				
										
												
							
						
							
	
																		
																		
																			Trails
		
										
																						Download Park Trail Map
											
																					
														
										
																						
												
													Big Pine Trail
													
  

												

												
													Big Pine Trail starts at the sharp curve below the office on the road to the campgrounds and ends on the roadway just north of Old Mill Campground. The trail offers scenic views of the Bluestone River and ample opportunity to view wildlife and flora.

Distance:  2 miles

Difficulty: Strenuous


												

											

																						
												
													Boundary Trail
													
  

												

												
													Boundary Trail starts 150 yards northwest of Cabin 17 off the Giles Fayette Kanawha Turnpike Trail and ends at Big Pine Trail just northeast of the Pawpaw Trail. It offers scenic views, diverse terrain, and an opportunity for viewing wildlife and flora in diverse habitats.

Distance: 2.8 miles

Difficulty: Strenuous


												

											

																						
												
													Cabin Trail
													
  

												

												
													Cabin Trail begins in the field behind the Event Building across the road from Cabin 12 and ends at the first sharp curve beyond the park office going towards the campgrounds. It is a popular area for white-tailed deer and wild turkey.

It is an excellent companion trail to the Giles Fayette Kanawha Turnpike or Rhododendron trails.

Distance: 0.5 miles

Difficulty: Moderate


												

											

																						
												
													Eagle Point Trail
													
  

												

												
													Eagle Point Trail starts along the main park road halfway between Rt. 20 and the park office. The trail is challenging and not recommended for children and pets. A rewarding view is found at the end of the trail along high cliffs. This trail gets its name from the view at the top, a great place to spot eagles and other birds of prey.

Distance: 1 mile

Difficulty: Strenuous


												

											

																						
												
													Giles, Fayette, Kanawha Turnpike Trail
													
  

												

												
													Park near the historical marker at the sharp curve below the park office going towards the campgrounds. From there it is 0.2 miles along a service road to the trailhead at the mile marker 40 stone. The trail passes cabin 17 and ascends to Sand Knob following the historic Giles, Fayette, Kanawha Turnpike. Among other prominent travelers, Booker T. Washington followed this route on his walk out of slavery at age 9. U.S. presidents Rutherford B. Hayes and William McKinley also utilized this trail. The trail passes through upland hardwood forest, offering several scenic vistas. This is an excellent companion trail to the Cabin Trail or the Rhododendron Trail.

Distance: 1.3 miles

Difficulty: Moderate


												

											

																						
												
													Mary Ingles Trail
													
  

												

												
													Retrace the steps of Mary Draper Ingles on this historic trail. Begin at the gate at the end of the Pits Road boat launch area. The trail ends near Leatherwood Road and offers a fantastic view of Bluestone Dam. Enjoy picturesque views of Bluestone Lake and wildlife viewing opportunities no matter the distance you choose on this out and back trip. **check lake levels to make sure it is below 1412’.

Distance: 1.9 miles

Difficulty: Easy


												

											

																						
												
													Overlook Trail
													
  

												

												
													Overlook Trail head begins 200 feet northeast of Meador Campground entrance and ascends to the Big Pine Trail, then continues to a scenic overlook of the Bluestone River and Lake. The Overlook Trail is a good companion to Pawpaw Trail.

Distance: 0.6 miles

Difficulty: Moderate


												

											

																						
												
													Pawpaw Trail
													
  

												

												
													Pawpaw Trail is a meandering trail that runs from the tent camping area to the midpoint on Big Pine Trail. Enjoy the Pawpaw trees along the lower portion of the trail and the forest views of the hollows along the top half.

Distance: 0.4 miles

Difficulty: Moderate


												

											

																						
												
													Riverview Trail
													
  

												

												
													River View Trail begins in the sharp curve below the park office going towards the campgrounds and ends on the road near the southwest side of the tent area. This trail follows along a creek with several waterfalls before passing a spur trail and continues following the Bluestone River around the campgrounds. River View Trail is excellent for seeing wetland species and birding. (Access may be limited during high-water events.)

Distance: 1.2 miles

Difficulty: Easy

 


												

											

																						
												
													Rhododendron Trail
													
  

												

												
													The Rhododendron Trail begins across the road from the Event Building and ends at the boat launch below the state park office. The trail features Rhododendron (West Virginia’s state flower), often in bloom late June into July, and hardwood forest along the upper elevation; and a stream ecosystem along the lower end. (Sections of this trail may be inaccessible during high-water events.) This is an excellent companion trail to the Cabin or Giles, Fayette, Kanawha Turnpike trails.

Distance: 0.8 miles

Difficulty: Moderate


												

											

																					
																					
																																									
							

																		
									
				
										
																		
																							
			

		
	
		
			
										
												
																																					
										
												
																																					
										
												
																																					
										
													
								Nearby Attractions

								
									
																				
											Pipestem Resort State Park

											“The Year-Round Crown Jewel of West Virginia State Parks,” Pipestem is known for its scenic overlooks and an aerial tram ride into the Bluestone Gorge. Park amenities include an 18-hole, par 72 championship golf course with several restaurants and snack bars.


										

																				
											Bluestone Wildlife Management Area

											Set on 17,632 acres adjacent to Bluestone Lake, Bluestone WMA is a popular fishing spot, with access to boating and fishing on the lake as well as stocked trout fishing in Indian Creek. Hunting is permitted here. The area has numerous hiking and equestrian trails, and more than 200 primitive campsites and picnic areas.


										

																				
											Hinton Railroad Museum

											The museum showcases artifacts and photos from the C&O steam engine era and a John Henry wood carving exhibit. Children will especially enjoy the model railroad!


										

																				
											Grandview

											Part of the New River Gorge National River, Grandview is known for its scenic overlooks and hiking trails. It is also home to the Theatre West Virginia outdoor drama if you’re interested in catching a show!

When visiting this area check out the New River Gorge National Park and Preserve and Sandstone Falls. Established in 1978, New River Gorge National River was redesignated as New River Gorge National Park and Preserve in 2021.


										

																				
											Three Rivers Avian Center

											This Hinton facility devoted to wild bird conservation hosts educational programs and photography seminars. It is open for public tours on select days or for special events.
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					July 6, 2024
					The Necessity of Independence: Dunmore’s War, Stepping Stone to the Revolution

					
						Doug Wood will present living history interpretations of Dunmore’s War with recruited living history interpreters at six state parks throughout 2024...
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